Baruch College Hillel Constitution

Updated 8/19/2009
Article I: Name of Organization

Section 1: The name of this organization shall be Hillel at Baruch and, in addition, may hereinafter be referred to as Baruch Hillel or Hillel.

Article II: Statement of Principles and Purpose

Section 1: Hillel has three primary principles:

(a) Hillel shall work to unify and build a strong foundation for the Jewish community at Baruch College (the”College”). 
(b) Hillel shall create a thriving sense of Jewish pride within the Jewish community at the College. 
(c) Hillel shall provide extracurricular activities, programs and services of a Jewish, religious, educational, cultural, social, and community service nature, where Jewish students can build strong bonds with one another and with all members of the College and the greater New York community.

Article III: Rules and Laws

Section 1: This organization shall abide by all applicable laws of the State of New York and the United States.

Section 2: This organization shall abide by all applicable rules and regulations of the College and under the privileges as granted by the Office of Student Life, Student Government, Deans, and Dean of Students where chartered.  This organization shall also abide by the rules and regulations of the City University of New York (“CUNY”).

Article IV: Membership

Section 1: Membership in Baruch Hillel shall be open to all Baruch College students and must comply with all Federal, New York State , CUNY and College laws or rules and regulations prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, disability, marital status, familial status, affection or sexual orientation, or veteran status. 
Section 2: A member is any College enrolled undergraduate or graduate student who is on the membership list.

Article V: Organization of Hillel 

Section 1: The Hillel Student Board shall be responsible for overseeing the student activities of Hillel at Baruch. 

Section 2: The Student Board is composed of the President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary (collectively, the “Officers”) as described in Section 11a below and the chairs of the subcommittees (the “Chairs”) enumerated in Section 11b below. The Officers and Chairs are collectively referred to as the Student Board Members.
Section 3: The Student Board Officers shall meet every week as the Executive Committee per discretion of the President to discuss progress, problems, and future plans.  Meetings shall serve as a forum for discussion of issues and concerns pertinent to the Hillel community. 

Section 4: The minimum number of Student Board Members on the Student Board shall be nine.  Student Board Members shall be elected in accordance with Article VII below and elections of Officers shall also be in accordance with Baruch College USG policy.  Chairs of various advisory committees and groups may fluctuate with the number of committees and groups under the Hillel umbrella.  
Section 5: Each Student Board Member is required to schedule a regular advising meeting with the appropriate Hillel at Baruch staff member.

Section 6: All Student Board Members are expected to table and promote Hillel activities and outreach at Baruch College.
Section 7: All Student Board Members are expected to attend a majority of Student Board events.

Section 8:  All Student Board Members are expected to attend weekly board meetings.  They are allowed to miss two board meetings per semester, excluding extenuating circumstances.  They are also allowed to miss one general meeting per semester.

Section 9: Some Hillel funded sub-groups may choose to create their own constitutions to govern their internal operations.  However, the substance of the other constitutions must comply with all provisions included in this constitution.
Section 10: Meetings

10a. Executive Committee Meetings
1) The Hillel Student Board Executive Committee shall meet with the appropriate Hillel at Baruch staff member to discuss questions, comments, concerns and vision. Any pertinent business may be raised. The President may adjust the number of meeting times as needed. Meetings are closed, but the President may approve guests.

2) All meetings shall follow an agenda laid out by the President.  The President shall run the meetings.  In the event that the President is not available, the Vice President shall run the meeting(s).


3) The President shall institute a system for communication of updates regarding individual board member responsibilities. 


10b. Hillel Student Board Meetings

1) One meeting of each month shall be held as a “General Meeting”.

2) General Meetings shall be open to all members of the Hillel community.

3) Agenda for discussion shall be set by the President in consultation with the Student Board. 

4) Anyone may raise an issue at these forums, however the President shall serve as Parliamentarian and “Speaker of the House”, responsible for maintaining order and progress of the forum.
5) General Meetings shall include a social element in order to attract attendance and involvement of the greater Hillel community. 
6) All Student Board Members (excluding the President) shall have one vote on the board with the President serving as the tiebreaker.

7) The number of Board Members needed for a quorum on the Hillel Student Board is nine. No voting may take place without a quorum. In the case where more than one person shares a position on the Hillel Student Board, those individuals can collectively cast one vote.

8) The President shall institute a system for communication of updates regarding individual board member responsibilities. 


1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
Section 11:  Responsibilities of the Hillel Student Board

11a. Officers

1) President - The President shall be responsible for informing the members of the Hillel Student Board about Baruch College regulations and policies and shall be responsible for all student board functions. The President shall be responsible for organizing and running all meetings of the Hillel Student Board.  He/She shall be responsible for overseeing and advising the Student Board, making sure that each Student Board Member carries out his/her assigned duties in a timely fashion.

The President shall be also responsible for upholding the Hillel Student Board Constitution as Parliamentarian. The President is also responsible for distribution of the Hillel Constitution. The President will act as "Speaker of the House" at meetings and consult with the staff and Student Activities Center in regards to constitutional issues. The President shall be the official Baruch College representative of Baruch Hillel and shall act as the liaison to fellow student organizations, with the support of the Vice President.  He/she will be responsible for forming coalitions between Hillel and other organizations on campus. The President serves as the liaison between the Hillel at Baruch Inc. board (the “Foundation Board”) and the Hillel Student Board as well as between the Hillel staff and the Hillel Student Board. 

The President shall be responsible for attending meetings of the Foundation Board to inform the Foundation Board of student activities as well as be informed of the Foundation's activities.  He/She shall be responsible for meeting with a staff member of Hillel on a regular basis. The President shall consult and coordinate with the Hillel Staff about student use of the Hillel facilities. The President works with the Student Board to plan and execute all leadership training sessions as well as pre-semester activities. 

The President shall work closely with the Vice President to assess the state of Jewish life at Baruch College and to work on a broad vision for the Jewish community.

2). Vice President - The Vice President is responsible for regular communication with the representatives of the Jewish Community Council.
  The Vice President also oversees special projects, such as holidays and new initiatives within Hillel.  In that role, the Vice President can plan programming directly or assist other students who would like to plan programs.  The Vice President works closely with the President, as they both have executive roles.
The Vice President shall work closely with the President to assess the state of Jewish life at Baruch College and to work on a broad vision for the Jewish community.

3) Treasurer -. The Treasurer processes the Student Board’s budgets and oversees the USG budget. The Treasurer is responsible for re-registering Hillel at Baruch College. He/she is responsible for coordinating a system of allocations of funds for programming He/she is responsible for issuing a treasury report at meetings of the Student Board. He/she is responsible for creating and defending the yearly budget. 
4) Secretary - The Secretary is responsible for keeping minutes at meetings and fostering PR and various “engagement” tools for Hillel programming. He/she is responsible for advertising for Hillel through the weekly email, dry erase board, Hillel happenings, wall calendar and other tools deemed necessary. The Secretary is also responsible for purchasing overhead supplies as necessary.
5) The Officers of the Student Board shall be members of Hillel who have been a student at the College for at least one full semester by the day of elections unless otherwise approved by the Student Board.
6) Officers may serve on any committee.
11b. Chairs
1) Hebrew Culture Chair - The Hebrew Culture Chair shall be responsible for overseeing programming, in accordance with the Hillel International Israel policy.  It states: “Hillel is committed to Israel’s right to exist and flourish as a Jewish state within secure and recognized boundaries”.  
He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/She is responsible to oversee programs that can involve, but are not limited to, aspects of Israeli culture, education and politics.  He/She is responsible for building pro-Israel coalitions in the greater Baruch College community and for other Israel needs that arise throughout the semester.

2)  Religious Life Chair - The Religious Life Chair shall be responsible for coordinating programs that will enhance the community’s Jewish educational experience.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/she shall work to foster a pluralistic learning environment, in which all the varied needs of Hillel’s membership can be met.  He/she shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events, including but not limited to, prayer services, Jewish holidays, The Friedman Hour, The Nisanov Zone, and EMET Fellowship.

3) B.A.R.S Chair - The B.A.R.S Chair shall be responsible for fostering Russian-Jewish identity.  He/She shall lead programs dedicated to Russian life and culture.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/ She shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events including but not limited to, Durak Tournament, Think Pink-Think Life, Samovar Night, and Matroyshki Painting 

4) Business Leaders Chair - The Business Leaders Chair shall be responsible for overseeing various business and career programming at Baruch Hillel and to promote interaction among all Jewish students at Baruch. He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.   He/she shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events, including but not limited to, Today’s CEO’s, Interviewing Techniques, Jewish Business and Ethics.
5) Arts Chair – The Arts Chair shall be responsible for overseeing various arts programming at Baruch College and with the Baruch Jewish community. He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.   The Arts Chair will work with external organizations and partners to coordinate various large and small-scale programs that highlight Jewish visual, dramatic, musical, theatrical, and other artistic media.  

6) FYI (First Year Impact) Chair—because the FYI program is an initiative of the Foundation Board, the FYI chair will be appointed by the Hillel staff member who oversees the First Year Impact program.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/She will work in coordination with the Hillel Student Board to promote involvement of first-year students in Jewish life on campus and will work to foster mentorship between new students and upperclassmen.
7) Women’s Group Chair – The Women’s Group Chair shall be responsible for overseeing various women’s related programming at Baruch Hillel and to promote interaction among all Jewish students at Baruch.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/she shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events, including but not limited to, interactive workshops, Rosh Chodesh (New Moon) activities, and Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

8) Sephardic Culture Chair – The Sephardic Culture Chair shall be responsible for overseeing various Sephardic related programming at Baruch Hillel and to promote interaction among all Jewish students at Baruch.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  He/she shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events, including but not limited to, Persian New Year, and CUNY Soccer Tournament.

9) Greek Life Chair – The Greek Life Chair shall be responsible for overseeing various fraternity and sorority related programming at Baruch Hillel and to promote interaction among all Jewish students at Baruch.  He/she shall be responsible for coordinating various large and small-scale programs for various events.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.  The Greek Life Chair shall be a member of either a Jewish fraternity or sorority at Baruch College.
In the event of more than one Jewish fraternity or sorority, Greek members will nominate the Greek Life Chair.

10) Tzedek (Community Service) Chair – The Tzedek Chair shall be responsible for overseeing and coordinating community service activities and programs of Hillel at Baruch and to promote interaction among all Jewish students at Baruch.  He/She will outreach to other student clubs at Baruch College to develop joint programs.
11) The Chairs shall be members of Hillel who have been a student at the College for at least one full semester by the day of elections unless otherwise approved by the Student Board.
12) Additional committees may be created pending approval of the Hillel Student Board.
Section 12: Flyers that are posted in Baruch College to advertise events and promote Hillel activities may be listed as any of the names of the Committees above without needing the “Hillel” club name.  Flyers posted with the names of the committees are assumed to be part of Hillel.
Article VII: Nominations of Chairs and Appointment of Chair Cabinets
Section 1: Chairs may be appointed by Hillel Student Board Officers or 

 
     nominated by existing Committee Chairs.


    1a) All Chair appointments for the Hillel Student Board must be          

    approved by the Officers and majority vote of existing Chairs.


Section 2: Chairs may appoint their cabinets to assist in planning and initiatives.



   2a) Cabinet members do not serve on the Hillel Student Board.



   2b) Cabinet members may include the following members; Chair, Vice- 

                           Chair (Treasurer), Program Chair, and other positions as designated by  

                           the Chair.
Article VIII: Elections
Section 1: The Election Committee shall be nominated by the President and approved by the rest of the Student Board at least seven weeks prior to elections.

Section 2: The Election Committee shall be responsible for election policies, procedures and the operation of the Candidates Forum.

2a. Campaigning is permitted according to the following guidelines:

1) A candidate can campaign for him/herself but may not mention the name(s) of his/her opponents. 

2) It is permitted for candidates to verbally encourage individual people to vote, but it is not permitted for candidates to ask for votes from a group.

3) Flyers for specific candidate(s) are not permitted in the Hillel facility, nor can they distributed at a Hillel event.  Flyers advertising elections in general are permitted.

4) Online public advertising for Hillel elections, not including the names of any candidates, is permitted.

Section 3: The Election Committee shall be responsible for informing the membership and the general public about the upcoming elections prior to elections. 

Section 4: Only members who are on the membership list are eligible to vote in Hillel elections. Members must be on the membership list prior to elections. The Election Committee shall be responsible for monitoring the election and making sure that each voter is on the membership list.
Section 5: Elections for Members of the Student Board shall be held during the Fall semester and will be monitored by the Election Committee. Elections of Officers shall also comply with Baruch College USG policy


Section 6: Elections shall be held in a timely manner so that there will be one month of transition between the previously elected student board and the newly elected student board.

Section 7: Any member who is on the membership list for at least three months by the day of elections is eligible for election to the Hillel Student Board unless otherwise approved by the Student Board.

Section 8: To be eligible for elections as President, Vice-President, Treasurer or Secretary, a member has had to have served on the Hillel Student Board or as a Chair. A term in office is defined as holding a position as an officer for at least three months. 

8a. A student who would like to run for President and has not previously served on the Hillel Student Board may seek approval from the Board to run for President, such approval to be given in the sole discretion of the Student Board.

8b. In the event that no Board member is running for the office of the President, the position will be open to any Baruch Hillel member.

Section 9:  The method of self-nomination shall be used to nominate all candidates, for both elected (Officers) and appointed positions (Chairs).  Each candidate must submit a Letter of Intent, following the guidelines set up by the election committee. In the event that two or more people would like to run for a position together, they can submit a joint Letter of Intent.
Section 10: The Voting Process

10a. Ballots shall be completed in person.

10b. The letters of intent for board positions shall be part of the ballot.

10c. Each ballot will have a "vote of no confidence" for each position in addition to the names of the candidates.

10d. Voting shall be carried out by procedures determined by the Election Committee, but will take place on line in the span of no longer than one week.  
10e. All ballots cast will be checked against Hillel’s membership list so that only the ballots of members will be valid.

10f. The winners of the Student Board will be announced through Hillel’s email system.
Section 11: Victory and Ties


11a.Elections are won when a candidate has the most votes cast.

11b. In the event of a tie the sitting Student Board, in a closed session, shall meet to elect the candidate.  The following procedures shall be followed.

i. The Candidates shall caucus before the sitting Student Board.

ii. The sitting Student Board shall hold a closed vote to decide the winner.
         

11c. The Hillel Student Board-elect does not take office until installed by the outgoing President.

Article IX: Resignation, Impeachment, and Vacancies. 

Section 1:  Resignation: The procedure for resignation shall be as follows.


1a. A Student Board Member wishing to resign must submit to the President a letter of resignation announcing his/her intentions.

1b. If the President wishes to resign, he or she must submit a letter of resignation announcing his/her intentions to the next ranking officer of the Student Board.

Section 2: Impeachment: The procedure for impeachment shall be as follows.


 2a. A Student Board Member may be impeached from office for neglecting his/her duties, not attending meetings, or inappropriate behavior of the position.


2b. Petitions for impeachment must state the complete reasons for the petition and must be signed by at least three Student Board Members.

1) The petition must be delivered to the President and then the President must inform the Student Board in one week's time.


2) If the President is the board member in question, then the petition must be delivered to the Vice President and then presented to the Student Board minus the President.
Section 3: Removal: The procedure for removal shall be as follows.
                    

3a. The Student Board Member in question will have an opportunity to defend him/herself from the charges of impeachment at a board meeting. If the Board Member in question so chooses he/she may submit a letter of resignation to the President.
                      

3b. The Hillel Student Board, excluding the Board Member in question, shall then vote on the question of impeachment.
            

3c. Removal shall occur if a majority of the Student Board agrees.

Section 4: Vacancies: When one or more vacancies of elected board positions occur due to resignation or removal of said Board Member(s) the vacancy(s) shall be filled by the according procedures:
                    

4a. When there is a vacancy in a Board Member position, the President is required to announce the resignation/removal to the Student Board and general membership in one week's time.  If the Board Member in question is the President then the next ranking officer shall handle this responsibility.  The following procedure shall be used to fill a vacancy in a position.
 

1) The Student Board is called to nominate candidates for the vacancy. General members may also submit nominations.

2) The President takes the list compiled by the Student Board and the general members and notifies the nominees.  If a nominee accepts, he/she shall submit a letter of intent.
            

3)  The voting procedure will be as follows:
 


i) Ballots, prepared prior to the meeting, will be passed out.  The Ballots will include names of the candidates and an option of “No Confidence”

ii) A closed vote of the Student Board takes place.
                     

iii) Ballots will be collected and counted by the President.
                  

iii) A Candidate wins election to the Student Board if he/she wins the majority of the votes cast.


4) In the case that no candidate wins a majority, a run off of the candidates will occur.  The procedure for a run off shall be as follows.
                      

i) Ballots will be passed out to the Student Board.  The candidate gaining the least amount of votes, from the previous ballot, will be eliminated from the ballot.


ii) A caucus, without the candidates, will be held to discuss the qualifications of the remaining candidates. The President will run this caucus.

iii) The Student Board will vote on the remaining candidates. Ballots will be collected and counted by the President.  The candidate with a majority of the votes will win the run off.  If a candidate does not win a majority of votes cast, the procedure shall be repeated.

5) If there is a tie, the President shall serve as the tie- breaker.                     

6). The President informs the winner of the outcome of the election. The incoming board member officially takes office after the President notifies him/her of the decision.


7) The incoming board member shall meet with the outgoing board member in order to discuss issues of transitioning.

4b. If the President resigns or is removed the Vice President must then inform the Student Board in one week's time.  The Vice President has the option of filling the office and resigning from the Vice-Presidency, thereby causing a vacancy in that office to be handled by same feature as above. If the Vice President chooses not to accept the offer, other Board Members may submit letters of intent to run.  If another Board Member is selected as President, his/her previous board seat shall be filled through the vacancy process above.  If no other Board Members choose to run, the procedure to fill the vacancy in the office of President shall be the same as the procedure as above.

Article X: Constitutional Amendments

Section 1:  Petitions for Amendments shall be handled by the following procedure.
                    

1a. A petition for amendment signed by at least five members of Hillel may submitted for consideration.

1b. The format for an amendment is as follows:

i. The previous language from the Constitution is presented.

ii. The proposed change is presented.

iii. The reason for the change can be articulated on the same page.

                                    

1c. Copies of the petition shall be distributed to the Student Board.

1d. Amendments that might significantly change how Hillel functions shall be brought to a General Meeting for discussion prior to a vote by the Student Board.

1e. The members of the Student Board shall vote upon whether to approve the amendment. A 2/3 majority of the officers present need to approve the amendment before it becomes a part of the Constitution.

Section 2: This document shall be open to all Baruch College Students and shall be located on file at the Undergraduate Student Government of Baruch College and on the Baruch Hillel Website.


Section 3: This Constitution shall take effect upon a vote of approval by a majority of the membership.
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